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CMAI Unites Stakeholders of the Canadian Rail Industry to Launch a Bursary
Program for the Next Generation

Montréal, QC — September 17, 2025 — The Canadian Mobility and Aerospace Institute (CMAI)
is proud to announce the official partners of its inaugural Bursary Program, a strategic initiative
designed to support talent development and provide financial support to students entering the
rail industry.

CMALI’s NextGen Bursary Program will not only provide financial support but also foster direct
industry engagement through networking opportunities for post-secondary students enrolled in
railway engineering specialization courses at Polytechnique Montréal and Ontario Tech
University. The initiative is a direct response to the sector’s growing need for skilled
professionals and aims to create more inclusive and accessible pathways into the rail industry.

“This program embodies the rail industry's concrete commitment to the next generation in the
sector,” said Laurence Lebel, member of the CMAI board of directors and co-founder of the
bursary program. "With rail mobility experiencing unprecedented growth in Canada, it is
essential to introduce the next generation to this technological sector so that they, in turn, can
shape the future of mobility in our communities. CMAI plays a central role in this process by
forging strong links between academia and industry to stimulate the development of the
strategic skills needed for these major infrastructure projects. "

Industry Partners of CMAI’s NextGen Bursary Program:

The following organizations have committed their support as principal partners of the bursary

program:
e Alstom
e AECOM
e Hatch

e AtkinsRéalis
e WSP
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“Alstom is proud to invest in the development of future local talent by directly supporting
motivated students,” says Vincent-Pierre Giroux, also a member of the IMACA board of
directors and co-founder of the scholarship program. “These students represent the future of
rail, and it is an honor for us to be able to support them in their passion.”

By working directly with academic institutions, the program will help align industry needs with
student training, promoting long-term growth and innovation within the rail sector.

“Ontario Tech is proud to be part of this initiative, which creates meaningful connections
between our students and industry leaders at a pivotal moment for Canada’s rail sector,” says
Dr. Hossam Kishawy, Dean, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science, Ontario Tech University.
“By opening doors through the NextGen Bursary Program, we are empowering the next
generation of engineers to imagine bold possibilities and shape a more innovative, sustainable,
and prosperous future.”

About CMAI
The Canadian Mobility and Aerospace Institute (CMAI) is a non-profit organization that brings
together the diverse sectors of the mobility industry across Canada.

We build workplace learning activities, including internships, micro- and mini-W!ILs, and
networking opportunities.
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Shivani Pundlik

Canadian Mobility and Aerospace Institute
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